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Processes of dialect levelling are generally conceived as counter to and incompatible with processes 
of dialect vitality (e.g. Sandøy & Kristiansen 2010; Maegaard et al. 2009). However, recent studies 
indicate that both processes may take place simultaneously in a language community (Monka 2013; 
Johnstone 2010). As pointed out by Johnstone (2004), globalisation may produce both dialect loss 
and renewed dialect awareness and dialect use. In this paper, we address young people’s use of 
regional dialect in the Danish speech community, which on the one hand is characterized by a high 
degree of language standardization and levelling (e.g. Pedersen 2003), and on the other of 
globalization and superdiversity (Vertovec 2007). In the paper, we present early results of a 
comparative study of dialect use among adolescents in two parts of Denmark: a rural, traditional 
dialect speaking village and an urban, superdiverse suburb. We find that in both communities the 
deployment of dialect serves a range of purposes among adolescents. In Vollsmose, an ethnically 
mixed suburb of the town of Odense, speakers use a distinct multiethnic youth style parallel to what 
has been described for young people in Copenhagen (e.g. Quist 2008; Madsen 2012). Occasionally, 
this style is combined with features (mostly prosodic, but also phonetic) associated with the 
regional Funen dialect. In Bylderup, a rural village in the Southern part of Denmark, we find that 
the young people employ traditional Southern Jutlandic dialect for different purposes and to varying 
degrees. On the basis of examples of situated dialect use, we discuss the different values and 
statuses of dialect in the two settings. Methodically, the study includes 70 9
th
 graders in public 
schools and draws on ethnographic participant observation and semi-strutured qualitative 
interviews.  
References: 
Johnstone, B. 2004: Place, Globalization, and Linguistic Variation. In: C. Fought (ed.): Sociolin-
guistic Variation - Critical Reflections. 65-83. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Johnstone, B. 2010: Indexing the Local. In: N. Coupland (ed.): Handbook of Language and Glob-
alization, 386-405. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Madsen, Lian Malai, 2012: Late Modern Youth Style in Interaction. / In: Frederike Kern & Margret 
Selting (eds.): Ethnic Styles of Speaking in European Metropolitan Areas. Amsterdam: John 
Benjamins Publishing Company. 265-290. 
Maegaard, M., F. Gregersen, P. Quist & J.N. Jørgensen 2009: Language attitudes, standardization 
and language change. Oslo: Novus Forlag. 
Monka, M. 2013: Mobilitet og sprogforandring – en undersøgelse af sprogforandring i virkelig tid 
hos informanter fra Vinderup, Odder og Tinglev [Mobility and language change - an inves-tigation 
of real time language change among informants from Odder, Vinderup and Tin-glev], PhD thesis, 
Department of Scandinavian Research, University of Copenhagen. 
Pedersen, I.L. 2003: Traditional dialects of Danish and the de-dialectalization 1900-2000. 
International Journal of the Sociology of Language, 159, 9-28. 
Sandøy, H. & T. Kristiansen 2010: Conclusion: Globalization and language in the Nordic countries: 
Conditions and consequences. In: International Journal of the Sociology of Language. 204, 151–59. 
Vertovec, S. 2007: Super-diversity and its implications. I: Ethnic and Racial Studies 30, 1024-1054. 
 
